
“'I have decided to 

announce an Extraor-

dinary Jubilee which 

has at its centre the 

mercy of God. It will 

be a Holy Year of 

Mercy. We want to 

live in the light of the 

word of the Lord: “Be 

merciful, even as your 

Father is merciful” (cf. 

Lk 6:36).                                       

  - Pope Francis I 
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Consider yourself as the important building block of our church’s future 

 New Year, New Beginning 

 

E welcome the new year 2016 as one great blessing from God!  

It is a year of great opportunities for all of us, as Christian believ-

ers in general and as Catholics in particular. God is our constant guide 

and protection. His loving presence is beyond human understanding. His 

mercy endures forever, even with the worst failures and failings that you 

and I have committed due to our human weakness and limitation. 

One greatest opportunity before us in 2016 is the Jubilee Year of Mercy. 

The Year of Mercy is an invitation—an invitation to love, kindness, and 

unbounded generosity. Pope Francis is offering us the opportunity to en-

counter the incredible mercy of God. Encountering mercy means encoun-

tering God. It can transform our life, our relationships, our work, and our 

ability to embrace and experience all of life.  

This Jubilee Year of Mercy is an encounter with God. With God in our 

midst, we have another great opportunity, that is, to prosper the pastoral 

ministry that God has entrusted to our care. We can bring our people to-

gether and lift them up to make a difference in the world. As Pope Francis 

said, “Let the Church always be a place of mercy and hope, where every-

one is welcomed, loved, and forgiven.” 

As priests, we can serve as building blocks to build this welcoming, loving, 

and forgiving church! Happy new year and blessings to you all. 

                        Fr.Romeo 

Connection 

This is a portion of Pope Francis 

I’s announcement, declaring the 

Jubilee Year of Mercy. 

MERCY MERCY 

MERCY MERCY 

MERCY 

MERCY 

The Official Quarterly Newsletter of FiCCUSA               



CALIFORNIA                                                                     
Los Angeles 

On Saturday, February 13, 2016, Most Reverend Raul Ballesteros  

officially received and commissioned Reverend Fathers Artemio 

Lebria, Jr, Daniel Ranalan, and Jovie Niniel, Jr.  at St. Thomas of 

Canterbury Episcopal Church in Los Angeles, California. Reverend 

Fr. Elmer Pontilar also received his priestly faculty certificate after 

the Mass. Monsignor Romeo Rabusa officiated the Cebuano Mass 

and delivered the homily.  The celebration was attended by family 

members and friends. 

ARIZONA                                                                            
Phoenix 

On Sunday, January 17, 2016, the Santo Nino Catholic Community 

in Phoenix, Arizona, celebrated the Santo Nino de Cebu festival, 

joining in the great traditional Filipino devotion to honor and wor-

ship God’s miraculous image. Young and adult parishioners 

danced Sinulog during the Mass as part of the great worship. The 

Mass was celebrated in three languages (Cebuano, English, and 

Spanish) to highlight the multi-cultural membership of the church 

community. Potluck and fellowship followed after the Mass.   

FiCCUSA 

We are Filipino 

Catholic Communi-

ties in the United 

States of America. 

We exist to serve 

the people who are 

hungry for God and 

His message. 

…outreach to the poor and needy. 

NEWS AROUND OUR COMMUNITIES  

…sacraments & worship for God’s 
people,  

… ordained priests ready to serve, 

Bishop Raul Ballesteros with the newly-commissioned priests and their families. 



 

Pope Francis I                   
on                    

God’s Mercy 

“Together let us pray 

to the Virgin Mary 

that she helps us ... 

to walk in faith and 

charity, ever trusting 

in the Lord's mercy; 

He always awaits us, 

loves us, has par-

doned us with His 

Blood and pardons 

us every time we go 

to Him to ask His for-

giveness. Let us trust 

in His mercy!  .” 
  - Divine Mercy Sunday   

   April 7, 2013 

 

“I think we too are 

the people who, on 

the one hand, want 

to listen to Jesus, but 

on the other hand, at 

times, like to find a 

stick to beat others 

with, to condemn oth-

ers. And Jesus has 

this message for us: 

mercy. I think — and 

I say it with humility 

— that this is the 

Lord's most powerful 

message: mercy.” 

        - Homily                                

        March 17, 2013 Reverend Fathers Artemio Lebria, Jr., Daniel Ranalan, Romeo Rabusa 
and Jovie Niniel, Jr. after the Commissioning Mass. 

 

 

PRAYER OFFERING  

We continue to walk in prayer and in spirit for Reverend Fathers Ma-

rino, Elmer, Rey, Jaime, and other ordained clergy, as well as Brother 

Jovito, during this period of discernment. May the Lord, who is the 

Good Shepherd, bless them with His presence and wisdom.     

PRIESTLY COMMISSIONING PHOTOS 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more infor-

mation about FiCCUSA 

FiCCUSA Ministries Office               

SNCC Worship Center 

3206 W. Melvin Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85009 

Email address:                         

FiCCUSA@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.FiCCUSA.com (under 

construction) 

Connect with us in Facebook 

at www.facebook.com/

FiCCUSA group 

FiCCUSA Directory 
 

Rev. Fr. Artemio Lebria                                                                            
Blessed Sacrament Catholic Community                                                                                                      

Brooklyn, New York                                                     artemio_lebria@yahoo.com 

Rev. Fr. Daniel Ranalan                                                     

Holy Family Catholic Community                                 dagora657@yahoo.com                                                                             

Los Angeles, California     

Rev. Fr. Elmer  Pontilar                                                                       
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Community                                                                   

Orange County, California                    pontilare@yahoo.com   

Rev. Fr. Jovito Niniel                                                  
Holy Trinity Catholic Community                                                                                                             

San Diego, California                                              jonile_09@yahoo.com.ph 

Rev. Fr. Romeo Rabusa                                                                        
Santo Nino Catholic Community                                 revpinoy11@gmail.com                                                          

Phoenix, Arizona                                                                            

 

 

The sun and three stars are important elements of the 

Philippine flag, which basically identify that we came from 

the Philippines. 
 

The red and blue banners bear both Philippine and Unit-

ed States of America flag colors, which signify where we 

came from and where we are happily serving as priests. 
 

The capitalized word Filipino in white color and being 

connected by a heart to the cross signifies our love 

to serve Christ and the people entrusted to our care. 
 

The blue banner with FILIPINO word and the red banner with eight stars embracing the cross 

means that we rally all peoples towards Christ. Like the United States of America flag that has 

50 stars that represent all fifty states in the union, the eight stars in our logo represent the 

FiCCUSA goal to serve in eight states initially. 

 

Finally, the letter “i” in FiCCUSA is nestled at the foot of the cross. It signifies that we humbly 

serve God and His people. The most important virtue of our ministry is humility. 

Understanding the FiCCUSA Logo 


